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Chemical Control of Sweet Corn Ear Soft Rot Caused by
Burkholderia gladioli in Hokkaido

Toru KOZAWA™! and Jun SOUMA *2

Summary

Ear soft rot of maize, caused by Burkholderia gladioli, was newly reported in 2012 in Hokkaido, and its
effective chemical control method has not yet been established. To develop a practical control strategy, we
investigated the timing of disease occurrence on maize ears, evaluated the efficacy of several chemical agents, and
determined the optimal timing of application. Disease symptoms appeared on ears after the beginning of silk
emergence and increased toward the harvest period. Among the tested chemicals, oxolinic acid exhibited the
highest control efficacy. The most effective control was achieved with two applications of the chemical: the first
at the onset of silk emergence and the second 10 days later. These results provide a basis for establishing an
effective chemical control program for maize ear soft rot in Hokkaido.

*1 Hokkaido Research Organization Central Agricultural Experiment Station (Present: Hokkaido Research
Organization Kitami Agricultural Experiment Station, Kunneppu, Hokkaido, 099-1496 Japan)
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*2 ditto. (Present; Hokkaido Research Organization tokachi Agricultural Experiment Station Memuro, Hokkaido,
082-0081 Japan)





